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Mr. Blake. If no other hon. member proposes to address the House on the subject, I do not, for my part, feel
disposed to give a silent vote upon it It is now two years ago since, in the course of a very important discussion
here, I ventured to suggest in my place in Parliament that the accession to power which had then recently taken
place of the Liberal Administration in England, would lead very shortly to the concession of some measure of
Home Rule to the Irish people I believed, as I said, that such a solution as could be obtained of the land question,
such a solution as had boon from time to time reached of other questions, would, aIer all, not settle the Irish
question, and that unless the dictates of prudence and of justice alike wore observed and fulfilled by the
granting of some measure of control over their local a<airs, we would see that which has been the disgrace
and the humiliation of the British Empire for many years still continued. I also observed, as the hon. gentleman
in his speech and in his motion has observed, that we had one amongst many material interests here, in
Canada, in the solution of that question, in the change which might be expected from it in the altitude of the
great bulk of the Irish people towards the Empire, that we had a material - although I regard that as a much
lesser interest than...
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