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Vikings. In a scholarly yet readable way it examines the introduction of the runic alphabet (the futhorc) to
England in the fifth and sixth centuries, the forms and values of its letters, and the ways in which it developed,
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together with earlier finds, the many runic objects discovered over the last twenty years, with a range of
inscriptions on bone, metal and stone, even including tourists' scratched signatures found on the pilgrimage
routes through Italy. It gives an idea of the immense range of information on language and social history
contained in these unique documents. R.l. Page is former Professor of Anglo-Saxon in the University of
Cambridge.
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