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Knibbs to the Honorable F. S. S., To the Honorable F. G. Tudor, M. P., Minister of State for Trade and Customs:
September, 1910 Sir, During a visit to Europe, between April and December last year, the primary object of
which was the study of the methods of the various Statistical and Census Bureaux, the opportunity occurred of
obtaining information on many matters of importance to the Commonwealth, among others, on the
development of what is now known as Social Insurance. In the following Report, which | have the honour to
submit for your acceptance, | have endeavoured to offer some account, not merely of the existing state of
Social Insurance in the various countries of Europe, but also of their origin and development. This has been
done advisedly, since the evolution of social insurance is a fact of far-reaching importance, and the experience
which the history of Europe offers is of value to any country contemplating legislation with the same beneficent
design. In this connexion, | may point out that in Continental Europe legislation on such complex and far-
reaching matters as the one under consideration is preceded by a comprehensive study of all details; the object
being not only to bring into clear relief the characters of the policy, but also to insure that the machinery, by
means of which it is intended that effect shall be given thereto, shall attain its object. It is quite impossible in the
compass of a report of limited dimensions to fully discuss the various aspects of the matter, or to disclose the
details of the history of this element of...
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