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considered the real center of the universe; all the stars were supposed to revolve around this insignificant atom.
The German mind, more than any other, has done away with this piece of egotism. Purbach and Mullerus, in
the fifteenth century, contributed most to the advancement of astronomy in their day. To the latter, the world is
indebted for the introduction of decimal fractions, which completed our arithmetical notation, and formed the
second of the three steps by which, in modern times, the science of numbers has been so greatly improved; and
yet, both of these men believed in the most childish absurdities, at least in enough of them, to die without their
orthodoxy having ever been suspected. Next came the great Copernicus, and he stands at the head of the
heroic thinkers of his time, who had the courage and the mental strength to break the chains of prejudice,

custom, and authority, and to establish truth on the basis of experience, observation and reason. He removed
thel.].
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