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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The 108th Congress adjourned without passing comprehensive energy
legislation. In mid-November, Representative Tom DelLay and Senator Pete Domenici indicated that new
comprehensive energy legislation will be introduced in the 109th Congress. Representative Joe Barton,
chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, indicated on December 1, 2004, that any major
energy legislation will need to originate in the Senate. The debate over omnibus energy legislation in the 108th
Congress was protracted. The House debated energy legislation in the week of June 14. Bills passed included
H.R. 4503, which was essentially identical to the conference version of a comprehensive energy bill (H.R. 6)
previously passed by the House. A bill to limit environmental reviews of renewable energy projects, H.R. 4513,
also passed, as did H.R. 4517, a bill to expedite federal authorization for siting and operation of refineries.
Legislation (H.R. 4529) to allow oil and gas development in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) was
withdrawn after the United Mine Workers (UMW) expressed its opposition. The bill would have used bonus bid
revenues to help fund the UMW Combined Benefit Fund, which provides health care to roughly 17,000 retired
coal miners. The House passed the conference version of H.R. 6 on .
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