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run-off and converting surface drainage by percolation into sub-drainage) to damage by stock is so well known
to all that it is unnecessary to repeat that one can not have a perfect native Forest and stock on the same land.
Grazing in the native forest simply starts the damage which is followed up by invasions of fast growing grasses,
fungus and insect damage, and other attendant ills. The native forest, however, even when partially damaged
in this manner, will recuperate to a large extent when given protection and it is well worth while to fence and
keep out stock if there is a nucleus of native forest on the land. Nature works more rapidly than man by the
process of natural tree reproduction and far more can be accomplished under most circumstances by
protecting and giving the native forest a chance to rehabilitate itself than by the laborious and expensive
process of artificial reforestation represented by tree planting. Where land areas have been so completely
deprived of their forest cover that natural reproduction can not be expected within a reasonable time the
process of tree planting by human effort must be employed. This is especially true where forest denudation has
been succeeded by the invasion of a fast growing ground cover, such as Hilo grass, which would greatly hinder
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