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Pickwick Publications, United States, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Description: Spiritually there is a great hunger today for
contemplative and more satisfying experiences with God. Puritanism might seem to be an unlikely source for
this, yet few groups in the history of Christian spirituality have written more extensively or wisely on the subject.
Isaac Ambrose (1604-64), a relatively forgotten English Puritan, developed a theological foundation for the
spiritual life based upon the Christian s intimate union with Christ, which the Puritans oFen called spiritual
marriage. Schwanda demonstrates that this vibrant relationship of union and communion with Jesus, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, was manifested in a deep contemplative piety of gazing lovingly and gratefully upon God. At
the same time, Ambrose did not neglect loving his neighbors. This study reveals how heavenly meditation was
one of the significant practices engaged by Ambrose to cultivate spiritual intimacy and enjoyment of God.
Further, his experiential reading of Scripture, in particular the Song of Songs, provided him with a language of
ravishment and delight in God. This book provides a distinctively Protestant foundation for recovering the
contemplative life while recognizing the significant contributions of the Western Catholic tradition.
Endorsements: In this fine book Tom Schwanda lets us in on something that has regrettably been kept a secret
in recent years: that the Puritans have much to teach us about a genuinely Christian-yes, and even a profoundly
Calvinist!-mysticism. Isaac Ambrose here oIers us profound guidance from the seventeenth century, about
matters that are of crucial importance for the present-day quest for godliness. --Richard Mouw President and
Professor of Christian Philosophy, Fuller Theological Seminary As Tom Schwanda shows in this fascinating
study of Isaac Ambrose s spiritual delight in the ravishing...
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