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to maximum, the observed value of smoothed monthly mean
sunspot number at maximum RM is found to correlate with
increasing strength against the current value of smoothed

[ S monthly mean sunspot number R(t), where t is the elapsed
time in months from minimum. On the basis of the modern era
sunspot cycles (i.e., cycles 10-22), the inferred linear correlation
is found to be statistically important (i.e., at the 95-percent level
of confidence) from about 11 mo past minimum and
statistically very important (i.e. at the 99-percent level of
confidence) from about 15 mo past minimum; ignoring cycle
19, the largest cycle of the modern era, the inferred linear
correlation is found to be statistically important from cycle
onset. On the basis of R(t), estimates of RM can be gauged
usually to within about +/- 30 percent during the first 2 yr and
to within about +/- 20 percent (or better) after the first 2 yr of a
cycle s onset. For cycle 23, because controversy exists
regarding the placement of its minimum (i.e.,...
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