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The University of Chicago Press. Paperback. Book Condition:
new. BRAND NEW, The Place of Enchantment: British Occultism
and the Culture of the Modern (New edition), Alex Owen, By the
end of the nineteenth century, Victorians were seeking rational
explanations for the world in which they lived. The radical ideas
of Charles Darwin had shaken traditional religious beliefs.
Sigmund Freud was developing his innovative models of the
conscious and unconscious mind. And anthropologist James
George Frazer was subjecting magic, myth, and ritual to
systematic inquiry. Why, then, in this quintessentially modern
moment, did late-Victorian and Edwardian men and women
become absorbed by metaphysical quests, heterodox spiritual
encounters, and occult experimentation? In answering this
question for the first time, "The Place of Enchantment" breaks
new ground in its consideration of the role of occultism in British
culture prior to World War I. Rescuing occultism from its status
as an "irrational indulgence" and situating it at the center of
British intellectual life, Owen argues that an involvement with
the occult was a leitmotif of the intellectual avant-garde.
Carefully placing a serious engagement with esotericism
squarely alongside revolutionary understandings of rationality
and consciousness, Owen demonstrates how a newly
psychologized magic operated in conjunction with...
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R eviews

A must buy book if you need to adding benefit. Of course, it is actually perform, still an interesting and amazing
literature. I am delighted to explain how this is basically the best book i actually have read through during my
individual life and may be he best book for at any time.
-- Ja r od B a r toletti      

It is an remarkable pdf that I actually have actually read. It really is packed with knowledge and wisdom I am very
happy to tell you that this is the finest ebook i actually have go through during my very own life and may be he very
best book for actually.
-- Ha iley Ja st Jr .     
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