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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: .and grapho--I write, it seems to me a word well fitted for its purpose, said
the Elzevir. The word, at any rate, must remain in oGice now; it is far too firmly fixed to be dislodged, replied
the New Book. The truth is, we delineate objects by the rays of the sun; but not by the light or the heat, strictly
speaking, possessed by those rays; but by certain chemical properties belonging to them. We will not enter into
that matter, however; it is suGicient for our purpose to know that the rays of the sun are able to eGect chemical
changes upon certain substances, especially upon the salts of silver--that is, the compounds formed by the
union of silver with an acid. I have long been aware, said the Mystery, that light hath a darkening influence
upon horn silver. That fact was duly noted and commented upon, to some degree, by the wise men of my day.
Very probably the horn silver of which you speak was a mixture of silver and chlorine, called by us fused
chloride of silver. But though your learned alchymists of the sixteenth century noted the fact (and that was
something worth the doing), they do not seem to have carried out their observations to any practical result.
The great Prussian chemist Scheele seems to have been the first to take up the subject, about the year 1777, in a
proper, that is, a scientific way. In 1802, our great...
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