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fled market incentives that enable economic mobility. Economist Robert Higgs observed that many planters
were willing to trade oE some potential earnings in return for the social solidarity achieved by pursuing white
supremacist values ( 130 ). Many planters may have also believed that it was advantageous to main-tain a
supply of low-paid farm workers by limiting 7 economic mobility for sharecroppers. The erosion of
opportunities for decision respon-sibility and for education worked against black farm-ers pursuit of
independent farming. USDA studies during the 1930s revealed that the production contract-ing and furnishing
system of previous decades created dependency and ignorance about economic alterna-tives ( WooFer 142-43;
Daniel 1985, 85-87 ). But suEiciency. The first two directions proved to be although opportunities and
capabilities for operating unsustainable, but they reemerged in later years as key independence were
systematically undermined, the strategies for supporting the independence of black desire of tenants and
sharecroppers to achieve the life farmers. The third initiative helped many farmers of an independent farmer
was not extinguished. avoid the continuous indebtedness and peonage that oFen resulted from cotton
sharecropping and crop lien finance. Independent Farming The Farmers Alliance of the 1880s and early 1890s
was a significant cooperative organizational move-Initiatives, 1886-1932 ment. The Alliance spread throughout
the Plains states and the South by regionally organizing into northern Between 1886 and 1932, there were
several types and southern branches. Alliance cooperatives were of initiatives to promote more independent
farming by established in many communities. The movement also black tenants and sharecroppers. The most
famous and attempted a centralized cooperative marketing durable achievements were in agricultural
education. approach that had not existed with the earlier Grange Th. . . This item ships from multiple
locations....
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