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Euthanasia -- United States -- Decision making. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 2 Prevalence of Institutional Protocols:
Current Status and Future Prospects pede future development. Taking these existing This chapter examines the
extent to which deci-incentives and barriers into account, the final sec-sionmaking protocols already exist in
hospitals, tion identifies and discusses five congressional op-nursing homes, and other health care institutions,
tions for promoting wider adoption and use of and considers current activities within the pub-decisionmaking
protocols. lic and private sectors that may encourage or im-SITUATION CURRENT hospitals reported that they
had a formal DNR Several surveys have tried to determine the policy in place in 1986; another 28 percent said
prevalence of decisionmaking policies and guide-they had an informal policy. The national sur-lines in hospitals
and nursing homes, but avail-vey found ( and this is consistent with findings from able data are incomplete and
inconclusive. The smaller surveys ) that DNR policies were most com-data do reveal substantial growth in the
preva-mon in large, urban hospitals, especially those with lence of protocols over the last decade, but they
academic or religious affiliations. Most of the hos-also suggest serious remaining deficits. In addi-pitals with no
resuscitation policy were small and tion, differences in focus, methods, and timing located in rural areas. Only
20 percent of all re-of completed surveys leave some important ques-sponding hospitals reported that they
addressed tions unanswered. Some studies focus exclusively issues of withholding and withdrawing treatments
on do-not-resuscitate ( DNR )...
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